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On the Huntersville road as you , n ^ 
approach Marlinton, the boundary of sons M 
town is crossed Just round the sharp ru ‘ ,nt,v " 
turn of the hill, and before there Is a *°}* 


any Intimation that a town Is any I ! en ( J ( 
where near. r rhe next turn shows 1 

lar^e, twenty acre, unfenced clearing I U) S lt 
on the prehistoric river terrace, some ' wa ‘ s 
thing like a hundred feet above the I f/? 11 ' 1 

level of Knapps creek. This Is called I , ‘ v 
the Hamilton field, and at the timely, ro N ^ 
the town was projected was a part of I , , 

the A. M. McLaughlin farm.The Held w,m J 1 

comes down close to the court It nisei vri4rN 
Using hounded on that side by a heau | ton 0 < s v 
tlful natural grassy hank. This I Hunger I In 
twenty acres will form the next Im I [** N , 1 
portant annex to the town. It Is a I I Kd/aheth r* 
ready encircled on half Its boundary I death of fie 
hy a hard surfaced state highway, In I Kotetourt o< 
other words, the Huntersville road I ^ Thomas I 
It is In turn bounded ny a higher I Thomas I'd 
terrace or Mat of several hundred I Involution, 
acres all of which Is In the city limits I I homas I'rle 
and It would seem that It was the I , h, s late m 
r *’" t " r »f U... ""*"1 imiIm m 
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level of Knapps creek. This Is called 
the Hamilton field, and at the time 
the town was projected was a part of 
the A. M. McLaughlin farm.The field 
comes down close to the court house 
being bounded on that side by a beau 
tiful natural grassy bank. Tbisi 
twenty acres will form the next Im¬ 
portant annex to the town. It is al 
ready encircled on half its boundary 
by a hard surfaced state highway, in 
other words, the Huntersville road. 

It is in turn bounded by a higher 
terrace or flat of several hundred 
acres all of which is in the city limits 
and it would seem that it was the 
natural place for the center of the 
town, but the fact that the railroad 
follows the river left it to one side 
of the court house while the building 1 
was done on the other or railroad 
side. There is another reason too ^ 
why it was not built upon. It was c 
reserved for the millionaire’s row f 
and in those days when hopes ran 1 
it was consdered to be but a v 
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* millionaire set in town and so we l^O, and t 
determined to park them on the che last of w 
beautiful heights on the eastern bor- “onths. 
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a millionaire set In town and no we 
determined to park them on the 
beautiful heights on the eastern bor¬ 
der of the town. But the million 
alre did not materialize. The time 
came when the heltfhth t1 the aver 
Hie man's ambition was to have a car 
and a gallon of gasoline and the 
world was his’n. So It looks now at, 
If the natural tfrowth 0 f the town 
would reach out and take In the Ham 
•Iton held and that It would he occu¬ 
pied by the workers of the world, 
Instead of the workers of their fellow 
men. 

On the terrace next above the Ham 
llton held Is the site of the farm once 
called the Powell place, now ({enerally 
referred to as Cemetery HIII, It was 
the part of the plantation on which 
my father was born, and he rests 
within a few steps of his birth place 

J tie names of these fields are from 
the men who cleared them. I do not 
know who Powell was hut the Ham 
llton held was named for William 
Hamilton who married Into the 
community. 
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one tiling and one said another ana 
all liad sufficient cause to move, unttl 
the last man said that the reason he 
had come was because he had refused 
to build a church. This caused ques 
lions to be asaed, and it appeared 
that in some eastern community they 
has raised a fund to build a church 
and had made the immigrant the 


ty, Mlsaou 
Sterling 
surgeon g< 
died dui 
stood litg 
people at 
left one 
rled Geo 


treasurer. 

But that is all a figment. A lot of 
our people with the restless foot went 
there. My grandfather on my moth 
er’s side went there with my grand 
mother, my mother a baby in the 
arms, and a negro man. They stayed 
about a year, and the colored man 
died. My grandfather sat by his 
grave all night and the next day 
started back home. My stepgrand 
mother married as a widow Big Foot 
Wallace and he was a great hero. 
Once when captured by the Mexicans 
the order was death to one half of 
the prisoners and liberty to the other 
half to spread the news of the penalty 
It was to be determined by drawing 
beans from a bag, a black bean, 
death, white bean, liberty, Big 
Foot Wallace drew a white bean. 
One of his comrades who was in a 
sweat of apprehension begged for it 
and Wallace gaye it to him. Then 
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Wallace drew another white bean, who 
In after years he said that he had so Di 
noticed the difference In the shape of in th 
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M illiam Hamilton was certainly a uel 
good citizen and a worthy man He his 
married Medora Sabina Price, May got t 
14, 1534, on the edge of his clearing, fornl 
she being my great aunt They lived iod i: 
in Bath county for a number of years was 
and had seven daughters and three 1861. 
sons. Mrs. Hamilton died in Blanco band 
county in 1582. I am trying to find the s 
out about this family. With those by t 
ten children there must be a won brok< 
derful lot of Texans that date back the 
to the sheriff of Blanco. burni 

It was on Powell Hill that my he lei 
great grandmother, Margaret Beard that 
Price, lived. I am part Beard for Holly 
there is.where I get my disposition pictu. 
She was the widow of Thomas Price. We 
who died in 1823. aged about eighty popul 
years. Margaret Beard was from and tl 
Renicks Valley. She was much pie. i 
younger than her husband who had to a 
raised a large family by his first wife, that 
E.zabethTaylor At the time of the was m 
death of Thomas Price, they lived in years 
Botetourt county. **’ e j 
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great grandmother, Margaret Heard 
Price, lived. I am part Heard for 
there Is.where 1 get my disposition 
She was the widow of Thomas Price, 
who died in 1823. aged about eighty 
years. Margaret Heard was from 
Renicks Valley. She was much 
younger than her husband who had 
raised a large family by his first wife, 
ElizabethTaylor. At the time of the 
death of Thomas Price, they lived in 
I Botetourt county. 

Thomas Price was one of the five 
Thomas Prices who fought in the 
Revolution. He was known as the 
Thomas Price of Botetourt county. 
This late marriage with Margaret. 
Beard puts me one generation closer 
to the Revolution than most men of 
my age, and gives me a grsat grand 
father as a so'dler in that war 

The record for the Dearest to the 
Revolution is held by Judge Lively, 
of the Sui rime court His grand 
father was a soldier of the Revolu- 
tian. His ancestor was Godrlll Lively 
who was born in 1762 He entered 
the army from Albermarle county in 
1780, and served three campaigns, 

■ the last of which was for twenty two 
months. 

He was married in 1704, and Judge 
Lively’s father was born In 1815, and 
Judge Lively was born In 1864. The 
Judge’s father fell dead of heart dls 
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1 iin v I f » t,ier » s a so ’dler in that war Kings M< 

e i rn.H The record for the nearest to the large fat 
° r ^ f n I Revolution Is held by Judge Lively, In the 18 
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a irP ! « row father was a soldier of the Revolu- a man o!< 
liooes ran t,an - His ancestor was Godrll) Lively father si 
to be but a who was horn in 1762 He entered children 
i would be the army from Albermarle county in There d 
and so we 1780< and served three campaigns, W ho weri 
u on the I ctie last of which was for twenty two co her. 
istern bor- I m °nths. ried into 

? million He was m » rrled in 1704 - and Judge Marllnto 
The time Livel .v’s father was born in 1815, and to escapt 
the aver Jud £ e Lj vely was born in 1864. The to the vs 
;ave a car | Judge's father fell dead of heart dis and here 
and the ease while reading the disoatch that p ii y ma 
s now as I announced the surrender of Lee at ca me h< 
he town I Appomattox. small ch 

the Ham Margaret Beard Price was left with Margare 
be occu- four children, the oldest being my There \ 
e vsoLd grandfather James A. Price. He grandch 
ir fe. ow I “arried on the Marlins Bottom plan- d en t 0 
' J tation and brought his mother and the lam 
he Ham Cwo full sisters to live here. A young after t 
’ rm oncfc er brother, Thompson Price died in we re sm 
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ie rests daughter Medora had married Wil- time, 1 
,h p ace. Bara Hamilton and was living at herself i 
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William There was four children and Nathan- per | oc i \ 
into the ,el Kelley died a young man and his r, BVB i 9> 

*ldOW with thn fnnr nhllHrnn oanna - 


miir cnimren, nit) ohh'.si 


world, 

fellow 


he llatr 
roi once 
enerall.v 
It was 

i which 
e rests 
h place 
ire from 
1 do not 
tie Ham 
William 
into the 


uciuK in y 

grandfather James A. Price. He 
married on Die Marlins Bottom plan 
l&tion and brought his mother and 
two full sisters to live here. A young 
er brother, Thompson Price died in 
Botetourt county. 

In 1838, Margaret Beard Price de 
cided to settle in the Levels. Her 
daughter Medora had married Wil 
liara Hamilton and was living at 
Mountain Grove. Her other daugh 
Virginia Agnes had married 
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Nathaniel Kel ey of Monroe county 
There was four children and Nathan¬ 
iel Kelley died a youDg man and his 
widow with the four children came 
Pocahontas to live with her 


to 
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mother. Abraham Seebert owned a 
couple of hundred acres of land 
just east of Hillsboro and this 
he agreed to sell for eight hun 
dred dollars, with the stipulation 
that he would accept nothing but 
hard cash for it. So they sent to 
Lewlaburg and got eight hundred 
sUver dollars and It ncada a package 
of about fifty pounds In weight. Thl< 
wa.s carried on horse back to the 
feller and the deal closed. 

Margaret Jived at that place seven 
years and the four Kelley children 
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re at deal. /Hillsboro under the instruction of 
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laaioil of the state / r *ther alao attended school at the 
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nv years lo bring / * lOI,s6 Mr » Kelley only lived a ye»r 
oil and he could/* 1 Hie Levels and the four children 
>n taken to secede / wara thrown on Margaret's hands, 
id’anv was form / * n d the rest of her life seems to have 
been spent, caring for them. She sold 
the farm In the Levels In 1845 to 
James Lewis for eight hundred dal 
iars and moved back to the house on 
Towel) Hill, where she departed this 
life In the spring of 1848, aged about 
sixty years, 

She made a will that was witnessed 
by her brother Joslah Heard and by 
VVoods Poage. She was concerned 
about the schooling of the Kelley 
children and mentioned the matter 
in the will. 

Like the Hamiltons, the 
scattered out in the wide 
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racy at Hunts 
iiu Houston, he I 
he troops. Tills 
He put on Idsj 
*iu. He called 
ill those pollti | 
ho had favored 
we red. Then I 
:>( the sons o f j 
wered. Then 
his spn $am 
enlisted as a 
h/s father's] 

>« a ns wered { 
orse suid ini 


**»•»«a warn i 

dual rad. 11 
nauta for ti 

She W%H i 

ono of her 
shows tha 
and ovary 
bar* thaw 
about bar 
rvi\idro so 
thw wild V 
log hack 
the two y 
I l\a bt si 
graduate 
1858, an 
m an co 
co \nty. 

In t) 
full, C 
descvlb 
Mary / 
At t 
h \d he 


Kelleys 1 
world. 


°*tiun»l et ! ^ r ° m ^ Ie t * rs * > to h*ve charged him! 
ear *nd/*® f , V y lt . h _ the sl, PP<>rt and schooling) 

young sisters. He 


nere to/?/ ^ 1,s two juung sisters, ne gave; 

eak tbe n*?? 1 a most complete education 1 
ni / ^•tnerlne wis a irrximtto r,f vn uc 


Iii war. /California where he stayed a lew i 

Is utterance! ars lie was next heard of as one I 
isoadera dld| 0 ftlie famous sporting fraternity on 1 
were hrhiK'I c ,, e stemm boat lines between Clncin 
i relying on J natl ftIld New Orleans. But he seem ( 
Writ of law ed from the tirst t o have charged him j 
i national I se |f with the support and schooling I 
s year and 0 f bis two young sisters. He gave 
there to them both a most complete education 
break the jCatherine was a graduate of Miss 
bull ding/Marla Richard’s school at the Warm 
ed there /Springs and she married Dr. W. N. 

,s to / s, u>{ |grass and settled in Missouri 
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minds of I school taught by the Misses Danger- 
to other / Held at Hot Springs, Virginia, and 
as that/ marr j ec j p r< Charles T. Hart and 
■ept for jjyed in New York City. 
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iques l1ied during the war. Dr. Kelley 
'earn! I s,;ood high In the estimation of the 
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,n. who was the mother of seven children sad 
ad I so l)r. Kelley has many descendants cloc 
of In that state. T 

Margaret was concerned about Sam the 
y a uel Henry Kelley and provided for and 
lie his schooling. But in 1848, he too dau 
/lay I got the gold fever and left for Cali- feat 
inn, 1 fornia, and after a considerable per- M 
ved I iod he settled at Los Angeles and a w 
ears I was keeping a store there in the year trib 
iree 1801. One night in the year 1801, a she 
inolband of Mexican bandits attacked vay 
find I the store and the place was defended was 
hose I by the owner, but the store was her 
won broken Into, Kelley was killed, and 1 h it 
back 1 the store robbed, and the building wovi 
I burned. We do not know whether troul 
my 1 he left any descendants or not. Seno 
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broken into, Kelley was killed, and 
the store robbed, and the building 
burned. We do not know whether 
he left any descendants or not. but 
that tight was the forerunner of 
Hollywood and the western light 
pictures. 

We hear that Margaret was not 
popular and that she had a temper 
and that she could not live with peo¬ 
ple. But a study of her life leads me 
to a different conclusion. I think 
that she was a noble woman. She 
was married as a girl of about twenty 
years to a man over sixty years of 
age, and a man who had had a won 
derful war record as an Indian fighter 
and soldier. He seems to have been 
constantly on the fighting border for 
something like thirty years, and you 
can trace him through the Indian 
days of the sixties, and at Point 
Pleasant, in the Virginia miJitia, 
and in the Continental army, and at 
Kings Mountain. He had raised one 
large family and had a son who was 
In the 1812 war. 

After a few years of life married to 
a man old enough to be her grand¬ 
father she was left with four small 
children and no means to speak of 
There did seem to be some slaves 
who were kind and loyal and helpful 
to her. Her oldest son having mar 
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over sixty years 
who had had a won 
deriul war record as an Indian tighter 
and soldier. He seems to have been 
constantly on the lighting border for 
something like thirty years, and you 
can trace him through the Indian 
days of the sixties, and at Point 
Pleasant, in the Virginia militia, 
and in the Continental army, and at 
Kings Mountain. He had raised one 
large family and had a son who was 
in the 1812 war. 

After a few years of life married to 
a man old enough to be her grand¬ 
father she was left with four small 
children and no means to speak of. 
There did seem to be some slaves 
who were kind and loyal and helpful 
to her. Her oldest son having mar 
ried into a land rich family here at 
Marlinton gave her an opportunity 
to escape from Botetourt county buck 
to the valley in which she was born, 
and here she saw her daughters hap 
pily married. But soon Virginia 
came home a poor widow with four 
small children and from that time on 
Margaret lived for her grandchildren 
There were ten of the Hamilton 
grandchildren, but they were no bur¬ 
den to her, for William Hamilton 
the land clearer, was able to look 
after them The Kelley children 
were smart and so she moved to the 
best school in the valley, the schoo 
that Greenbrier county P afcr ^ n * z ®v^ 
well. Then in a year 
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had married giret with her bright grand children. 17 , 1928. 
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The most illuminating article In 
am ] the loom The clock, and the loom 
for' and all its equipment is left to her 
too ( daughter Mrs. Hamilton, as well as a 
ali- feather bed. 

;>er- Margaret lived twenty five years 
and a widow and death and trials and 
ear | tribulations were her portion. But 
l, a she had a loon?, and according to the 
Ked j way it is referred to in the will, it 
ded I was in running order at the time of 
was her departure. It was in the loom 
and tint women of that day and time 
ling wove and fastened securely all their 
ther troubles and worries. Here is what 
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Senor Ovid had to say about weaving: 

The piece prepare 

And order every slender thread with 
care; 

The web enwraps the beam, the reed 
divides, 

While through, the widening space 
the shuttle gdles, 

Which their swift hands receive, then 
Poised with l ead 

IThe swinging weight strikes close 
the inserted thread. 
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The web enwraps the beam, the reed 
divides, 

While through the widening space 
the shuttle glides, 


[ think Which their swift hands receive, then ;' 
n. She poised with lead 

, twenty The swinging weight strikes close cov 
fears of the inserted thread. 

i a won Ovid wrote that before the birth q . 

n tighter of Christ, but he describes the loom * 

ave been that our mothers used a few short tine 
order for years ago. Hot Margaret also be- j] 

and you longed to the day when they spun the 

e Indian wool and 11 ax Into the yarn that was 
at Point used for the loom. 

. militia, Three yards of line woolen or linen 
oy, and at cloth was considered a fair days work 
raised one for woman, or ten yards of carpet, 
i who was For three yards .of tine cloth the 

shuttle was thrown three thousand ■ ■ 

married to times, the treadle pressed three - 

er grand- thousand times, the batten swung 
four small three thousand times, 
speak of It was very soothing to the nerves 
me slaves * r, d the magnificent women of Amer- 
d helpful ,ca are the fruit of the loom. They 
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years ago. Hut Margaret also be¬ 
longed to the day when they spun the 
wool and IIax into the yarn that was 
used for the loom. 

Three yards of tine woolen or linen 
cloth was considered a fair days work 
for woman, or ten yards of carpet. 

I For three yards*of tine cloth the 
shuttle was thrown three thousand 
times, the treadle pressed three 
thousand times, the batten swung 
three thousand times. 

It was very soothing to the nerves 
and the magnificent women of Amer¬ 
ica are the fruit of the loom. They 
come from ancastry to whom weaving 
was as soothing to the nerves as 
honey to the bee. We may have to 
get back to some good healthful rec 
reatlon like that. 

This is a section devoted to the 
memory of a good woman who had 
very little fun but who carried on to 
the end 
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